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Meet the Editors!

Jennifer Ngo

Shanel Assofi

Editor-In-Chief

Staff Editor

Staff Editor

Arianna Camargo is a 2L interested in
Business Law. Arianna is a San Diego
native, first-generation graduate student,
and U.S. Navy veteran. She graduated from
San Diego State University
with a
Bachelor of Arts in International Security
and Conflict Resolution, emphasis in
Cooperation,
Conflict,
and
Conflict
Resolution. (Go Aztecs!) In her time at
CWSL, she’s been a San Diego County Bar
Association Diversity Fellow, Student
Coach for San Diego La Raza Lawyer’s
Association’s Trial Advocacy Program, Law
Clerk at The Austin Legal Group, and
Treasurer for Women’s Law Caucus.
Arianna has her sights set on our nation’s
capital and hopes to move there after law
school. This summer, she is interning at the
Department of Justice in D.C.

Jennifer Ngo is a 2L interested in criminal
law. She graduated from Arizona State
University with a Bachelor of Science in
Criminal Justice and Criminology. She is a
2L Class Representative in the Student
Body
Association's
Board
of
Representatives, the Treasurer/Secretary
for Military Veterans Legal Society, and
the Secretary for Public Interest Law
Foundation. She has worked at the San
Diego
Family
Justice
Center,
the
California Attorney General in E-Crimes
and the San Diego Public Defender. Her
hobbies include playing video games,
watching movies and television, and
other nerdy inside activities.

Shanel Assofi is a 3L that seeks to
become a criminal defense attorney. In
2019, Shanel graduated from National
University with a Bachelor of Science in
Criminal Justice Administration and, a year
later, received a Master of Forensic
Sciences with a Specialization in
Investigation. She interned for the San
Diego Sheriff's Regional Crime Laboratory,
National City Police Department, and the
California Innocence Project. Shanel is the
Vice President of XONR8, Secretary of the
Middle Eastern Law Student Association,
and Vice President/Co-founder of the
Legal Cannabis Society. She has interned
for Law Offices of Michael E. Cindrich,
Uprise Theatre, and Kannan Law Firm. In
her free time, Shanel enjoys traveling,
working out, and drinking coffee at
Pappalecco.

Arianna Camargo

JNgo@law.cwsl.edu
Instagram: @jjfreshh_.

ACamargo@law.cwsl.edu
linkedin.com/in/arianna-camargo/

SWAssofi@law.cwsl.edu
linkedin.com/in/shanelassofi
Instagram: @shanny1997_

Aubrianna Staker

Emily Kirscheneuter

Aubrianna Staker is a 1L interested in
Business, Criminal, Constitutional, and
Privacy Law. Before law school, she
worked for Facebook for over two
years as a technical writer and content
developer on their Global Security
Operations
team.
This
summer,
Aubrianna will be working as a legal
intern at Ferris & Britton, a boutique
Business Law firm in downtown San
Diego. She has a fourteen-year-old
Yorkie, who is her pride and joy. If you
see her on campus, ask her, and she
will show you endless pictures of him.

Emily Kirschenheuter is a 1L with an
interest in IP and Entertainment Law.
She grew up in the San Francisco Bay
Area and graduated from the University
of Arizona with a degree in broadcast
journalism. Prior to law school, she
worked as the Executive Producer of
Digital at a television news station in
San Francisco. This summer, she will be
working at New Media Rights where
she’ll merge her passions for digital
media and law. She joined The
Commentary to utilize her journalism
skills and help inform her colleagues of
what’s going on in their community.

Staff Editor

Staff Editor
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Ann Shelnutt

Zameer Karim

Ariana "Ari" D'Agostino

Environmental Law Editor

IP, Privacy & Security Editor

Politics Editor

Ann Jacqueline Shelnutt is a 2L at
California Western with an interest in
environmental law. She graduated from
Chico State with a paralegal certificate and
a Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice and
Political Science. She is a CA Notary Public,
secretary
for
Latinx
Law
Student
Association, and a student member of San
Diego La Raza Lawyers. She has
volunteered at California Rural Legal
Assistance on their COVID-19 Workers’
Right Helpline, at Community Legal
Information Center on their Chico
Consumer Protection Agency, and at
Access to Asylum, a partnership between
OneJustice and Esperanza. In her spare
time, Ann enjoys cooking, journaling, and
taking nature pictures.

Zameer Karim is a 1L student at Cal
Western,
a
LexisNexis
Research
Assistant, and a 1L Representative for
the XONR8 student organization. In
addition, he is a Diversity Fellowship
recipient, and was a finalist in the Moot
Court Honors Board’s Spring 2022
Alternative
Dispute
Resolution
competition. This summer, Zameer will be
working as a legal intern for Sharif &
Faust Lawyers, Ltd, a small boutique firm
specializing in small business and
intellectual
property
litigation
in
downtown San Diego.

Ari is a 1L at California Western. She
moved to San Diego from Buffalo, New
York. Ari is interested in practicing
criminal defense. This summer, she will
be interning with the Office of the
Public Defender. In her free time she
loves to go camping and hiking with her
dog, Rocky. She is constantly on the
search for the best bagel in San Diego
(if you have any recommendations, let
her know!).

AJShelnutt@law.cwsl.edu
Instagram: @annjacqueline
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Iris Diaz

Mayra Hernandez

On-Campus Events Editor

Pop Culture Editor

Iris Diaz is a Mexican-American, native-San
Diegan, and a major foodie! As a 1L at
California Western, she is interested in
employment, labor, and constitutional law. Iris
graduated from University of California, Davis
with a Bachelor of Arts in International
Relations, emphasis in Latin American studies,
and a minor in Italian. She currently works at
the Career and Professional Development
Office and looks forward to her summer
internship at Sony Electronics, Inc. If you see
her around campus, ask her about her love for
Italian food, vegan cooking, or even working
out!

Mayra Hernandez was born in Mexico City
and has lived in San Diego most of her life.
She currently serves as Intramural Athletics
Director for Cal Western’s Student Bar
Association. Before coming to law school,
she obtained a Bachelors and Masters in
mathematics. After which she worked on
research in applied mathematics and taught
mathematics from elementary on to college.

ALDagostino@law.cwsl.edu
Instagram: @arianadagostino

A Conversation with California Western's Dean, Sean M. Scott
By: Arianna Camargo

Although the world seems to be getting "back to normal," whatever that means, I met with Dean
Scott in the all too familiar Zoom room. I wanted to ask about California Western's (“CWSL”) future
and how she managed the role of a "COVID Dean." Adding to the challenges for an incoming external
dean, she was confronted with the unprecedented difficulties of a global pandemic.
She joined CWSL in 2020, and in a mere two years she has already made significant improvements to
our institution. Dean Scott’s approach includes a “top to bottom” analysis and follows three guiding
principles: (a) Modernizing the Institution; (b) Leveraging Technology; and (c) Implementing an
Institution-Wide Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (“DEI”) Strategy.
Modernizing the Institute
We will see physical changes to our campus very soon. Our canteen service on the lower level will
be moved to the second floor of the 350-building. Her vision of this new and improved space reflects a
community meeting space where students, faculty, and staff can meet for a coffee to discuss lectures.
Most notably, its proximity to the terrace allows you to grab a snack and step out to enjoy the
gorgeous San Diego weather! Members of our community can expect to see new furniture, with hightop tables and chairs, additional charging stations, improved lighting, and a friendlier and welcoming
environment by the upcoming fall trimester. Some not so obvious changes will include an efficient use
of technology, anda curriculum that reflects the demands of innovative clients.
Leveraging Technology
Dean Scott is mindful of all of the opportunities available to CWSL. San Diego is the home of so many innovative
companies. Dean Scott believes that "our curriculum should reflect the richness of the economy in San Diego." She'd like to
enrich the intellectual life of our law school.
Since joining the CWSL family, Dean Scott has made some impressive modifications. Both the Community Law Project and
the New Media Rights Clinic have moved to campus. "They do terrific work but were out of sight. They are wonderful assets,
and we should be proud of them and show them off." Her leveraging efforts have increased funding for student
scholarships, relaunched the joint-MBA program with SDSU, and modernized the calendaring system. Students can also
expect a revamp of the bar prep program. Dean Scott intends to retain experts to audit the Bar Prep program; she hopes to
implement both qualitative and quantitative improvements.
With all these changes, CWSL needs a modern website to update the general public. Stay tuned; our new website goes live
this summer! Once the technological infrastructure is up and running, Dean Scott hopes to shift her attention to the
intersectionality of law, justice, and technology within our curriculum. She is mindful of the complexities in algorithmic bias
and would like to host events on campus focusing on these pressing topics. "Given our location in reference to all the biotech
companies, life sciences, and high-tech, CWSL is the perfect location for these conversations."
DEI Strategy
"The need goes so much broader and deeper than the curriculum, it extends beyond the classroom." Dean Scott is excited
for the prospect of a comprehensive institution-wide DEI strategy. "There is an obligation to train culturally competent
lawyers." The DEI steering committee will be comprised of representatives from students, faculty, and staff. This is extremely
impressive because previous DEI initiatives gave the faculty broad discretion as to whether students were invited to the
table. Dean Scott is hopeful that this improved structure will "empower [the CWSL community] not only to respond to
challenges, but also to think prospectively about the conversations we need to have as a community." Concrete examples of
her commitment to DEI initiatives are seen within the administration's current leadership. There is now a majority of women
in leadership, and a significant portion of people of color, from the registrar to the head of admissions, and head of
advancements.
Current Events Discussion
In addition to discussing CWSL, I wanted to hear Dean Scott’s thoughts on the Ukranian crisis, and Judge Katanji Brown
Jackson’s Supreme Court nomination. When asked to comment on the current Ukrainian crisis, Dean Scott was
understandably hesitant. International conflicts are rarely, if ever, attributable to one single factor. However, despite the
complexity of the issue, Dean Scott has recently educated herself on what could be a contributing factor: Russia’s extensive
exports of fossil fuels. The globe’s reliance on fossil fuels could be one factor influencing global leaders to respond more
conservatively to Putin’s aggression. She comments, “when dealing with someone like that, who has no respect for
boundaries, or rules, or humanity, how you respond is pretty tough because they don’t care.” The proud people of Ukraine
have fought valiantly to defend their land and in order to come to a solution, the crisis should be analyzed in a holistic
manner. “It’s really about humanity, and the source of conflict,” Dean Scott states.
(Continued on Page 8).

Professor Vavasour Wins 1L Professor of the Year
By: Emily Kirscheneuter

Legal Skills Professor Liam Vavasour received the honor of winning 1L Professor of the Year
at this year’s Barrister’s Ball. The annual faculty award is voted for by students. To his students,
the award came as no surprise. Among his first-year students, he’s known for being
approachable, caring, and the go-to professor for law school advice. However, for the always
humble Professor Vavasour, the award was unexpected. “I was surprised,” he said. “I didn't
think I was in the running for [the award] so it means a lot to me. I care a lot about [my students]
and to have you all reciprocate, or at least some of you, I appreciate that.”
As a former California Western student, Professor Vavasour knows how stressful and
confusing the first year can be. He makes a point to frequently check in with his students and
encourages them to share with others. “There are lots of things about the first year that are
challenging, and it can be especially so if you think you’re the only one going through it, and
sometimes you are, but I think it can be helpful for you all to hear the good and the bad,” he said.
He starts every class by asking how everyone is doing. A simple gesture that goes a long way.
For Professor Vavasour, it’s not just a formality. He genuinely cares and wants to know what his
students are going through.

“I ask because I care, and I want to see how you all are doing," he said.

"It helps me to calibrate how I’m teaching and sort of what your bandwidth is. I wouldn’t necessarily throw the whole lesson
plan out the window, but it is helpful for me to know that you are burnt out because you just had a midterm, or you just got
your grades in another class so I can sort of understand and gauge your energy levels.”
As if law school isn’t straining enough, the COVID-19 pandemic added a new layer of stress as students navigate the world
of remote learning. Professor Vavasour saw the shift to online learning as an opportunity for him to be more inventive with his
teaching methods.
(Continued on Page 13).
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Faculty Spotlight: Danielle Jefferis
By: Aubrianna Staker

To the greater CWSL community, Professor Danielle Jefferis is a Georgetown Law grad
and prison reform and civil rights expert. She presents research at schools across the nation,
including Harvard Law School, and has an array of scholarly publications. (1) She provides
commentary on private detention issues for major media sources, including VICE, Mother
Jones, and NowThis. Further, she has been solicited as an amicus curiae for cases involving
prison law and prisoners' rights in courts around the country.
To her colleagues in the the CWSL faculty, Jefferis is a scholar focused on the intersection
between constitutional law, prisoner's rights, immigration law, and federal courts. Before
working at CWSL, Jefferis co-taught a Civil Rights Clinic at the University of Denver Sturm
College of Law. She and her students investigated and litigated civil rights violations of
incarcerated people. One case resulted in a client's release from prison, which Jefferis reflects
on as one of her best moments as a teacher.
To her students, Jefferis is a brilliant brain with a friendly face who commands the room
with her Socratic teaching method. Her students are eager to learn from her and take time to get to know her at Coffee
Hours, where students gain nuggets of wisdom from her or talk about the joys and struggles of being a fellow dog mom.
Students online refer to Jefferis as "a gem" and appreciate her tough but fair teaching and grading style.
Jefferis began teaching at California Western School of Law in 2020, just in time for the world to radically change and
require the resilient and the fearless to step up.
No one was better suited than Jefferis for this role.
Despite the challenges, Jefferis recalls her first two years with CWSL as positive. She found it remarkable to see how
hard her students worked and how adaptive they were. She notes that the skills she watched grow, and helped develop,
are marks of what will result in robust, flexible, and resilient lawyers. Jefferis is grateful to be back on campus and rebuild
the CWSL community.
Not only are Jefferis' Civil Procedure II students reading Supreme Court cases that shape the federal legal landscape,
but they are currently engaged in their own "lawsuits." This semester, Professor Jefferis and Professor Klein teamed up to
create a cross-section Civil Procedure Practicum that invited students to interview "clients," write and file a complaint,
respond with Rule 12b motions, orally advocate for their motions in the school moot court, and file an answer. The
students worked in small firms of three to six students and engaged in the process of a lawsuit.
Kassidy Lin, a 1L in Jefferis' Civ Pro II class, said the experience was transformational, explaining, "For some of us, this
was the first experience we had speaking and responding to the bench. The entire process reminded us that we can
never truly predict how a situation plays out, but we can react and respond with the confidence that we understand the
law and facts."
Aside from teaching Civil Procedure I and II, Jefferis teaches electives in her area of focus: studies on theories of
punishment, race, and the for-profit prison industry and immigration-related confinement.
Jefferis will be teaching Race and the Law this summer which can be taken with a scholarly writing credit. There, the
class examines how the law has treated race, how the law has defined race, what structural racism is, and the issue of
race in areas like housing, policing, and health law. In the fall, she will be teaching Civil Rights Law. In the spring, she will
be teaching Prison Law. After reading one (2) of her many scholarly articles, some startling facts about incarceration
stuck out. One was that the first -ever private prison was an immigration detention center. This demonstrates how
interrelated immigration prisons are with "regular prisons." Jefferis observes that society has a sense that the two are
different, but immigration detention is truly the root of our private criminal punishment system.
An interesting takeaway from Jefferis' Twitter engagement is research on how many judges are not deeply informed
on what prisons are genuinely like and therefore have no idea how the sentencing they grant is carried out. (3) This is a
major issue and Jefferis comments that prisons are violent, dangerous, and unhealthy places, and this information must
be taught to the prosecutors and judges handing down sentences. Now Jefferis is currently investigating research and
documentation that needs to be done on the federal prison system and how it has responded to post-9/11 purported
terrorism crimes.
Though Jefferis is a die-hard Colorado Rockies fan, she admits that she has purchased her fair share of Padres gear
and has found herself invested in the San Diego community. Jefferis is excited for baseball season to return and to
Source:
continue fighting the good fight with her colleagues and students.
1. https://scholarlycommons.law.cwsl.edu/do/search/?
q=jefferis&start=0&context=4812292&facet=
2. Private Prisons, Private Governance: Essay On Developments In
Private-Sector Resistance To Privatized Immigration Detention
3. https://twitter.com/profdaniellej/status/1413322422971867138?
cxt=HHwWhICp5a3QkJ0nAAAA
4. https://twitter.com/profdaniellej

IABA’s Nowruz Event Features Celebration to Middle Eastern Women in Law.
By: Shanel Assofi

Photo Credit:
IABA’s Instagram
Account;
@iaba_sandiego
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I attended the Iranian American Bar Association (“IABA”) event celebrating the Persian New Year,
Nowruz, on March 24, 2022.(1) After several years, millions of people with different ethnic backgrounds,
religious beliefs, and political tendencies continue to celebrate Nowruz worldwide.
Nowruz, a “new day” in English, consists of family, friends, and community members gathering to
enjoy large feasts, entertainment, and exchange gifts.(2) This beautiful holiday illustrates prosperity and
growth in the new Spring season. Families prepare a designated table early in the day. It includes items
that represent love, peace, prosperity, health, happiness, and new beginnings. This table, known as “haft
seen,” serves as the altar of the new year. Traditionally, wheatgrass or “sabzé” is planted by families a
few weeks before Nowruz and it becomes the table’s centerpiece. On the thirteenth day of Nowruz,
people take the wheatgrass and release it into a body of water to “give life to life.”
The IABA event included cultural performances with different Persian instruments such as the Daf and
Oud. Also, Persian dancers performed various types of cultural Dances in different colorful outfits.
Nevertheless, the night followed traditional New Year meals such as rice mixed with herbs, a thick green
soup with noodles, chickpeas, beans, and vegetable frittata. The IABA offered a variety of pastries such
as baklava, toot (mulberry), and naan-nokhodchi (chickpea cookies with pistachio).
However, The IABA event was not solely intended to celebrate Nowruz but also a celebration of the
Nowruz but also a celebration of the growth of middle eastern women in law. The event featured a
panel of four female, middle eastern judges: Hon. Tamila E. Ipema, Hon. Polly H. Shamoon, Hon. Nadia
Keilani, and Hon. Saba Sheibani. (Pictured to the Left). All panelists had acclaimed backgrounds and
incredible experiences; still, Hon. Tamila E. Ipema truly caught my attention. Judge Ipema is the first
Iranian American California Superior Court in San Diego Judge.
(Continued on Page 6).

Alternative Dispute Resolution at California Western
By: Iris Diaz

On March 2, 2022, students and faculty tuned in to
watch the 2022 California Western School of Law
IntraSchool Alternative Dispute Resolution
("ADR") Competition. Among the finalists were four
teams; each team was composed of two people.
During the negotiation, two teams fictitiously
represented the Women’s Sports Foundation
("WSF"), an organization committed to women's
sports and promoting sports activity. Their opponents
fictitiously represented Hope Solo, a former
goalkeeper for the U.S. Women’s National Team.
Teams were provided general, or shared facts to set
the stage for the confidential facts that included the
parameters set forth by each of their clients. Each
team prepared independently of the other in hopes of
getting the best deal for either the WSF or Hope Solo
in what could be very contentious negotiations.
This year's finalist performed spectacularly!
Harrison Lynch and Alijona Begaj of Team One faced
Team Two’s Zameer Karim & Matthew Hallisy. In
Team Three, Rosina Saeed and Kamalani Tydingo,
faced Samuel Noble and Lindsey Zipkin of Team Four.
The competition
consisted of two separate rounds.
Ultimately, each team passionately negotiated for
their client despite the limited information within their
fictitious fact pattern. Although both teams
representing WSF received the same fact pattern, the
final agreement was starkly different in rounds one
and two. I suspect it was due, in part, to the different
strategies employed throughout the negotiations.
Although these diverse tactics earned each team
points, the judges were not necessarily
fixated on
the lucrativeness of the final agreement to determine
a winner. The judges mainly focused on the
individual’s
demeanor,
professionalism,
and
understanding of the fact pattern.
The final scores put Rosina Saeed and Kamalani
Tydingo in first place, Samuel Noble and Lindsey
Zipkin in second place; Harrison Lynch and Alijona
Begaj in third place; and Zameer Karim and Matthew
Hallisy in fourth place. (1) Kamalani Tydingo, Rosina

CWSL Poised to ‘Take Back the Night’

By: Jennifer Ngo and Madison Alvarez, SVPC members
“There is so much power in belief. Just the simple
sentence of ‘I believe you’ can completely change the
trajectory of someone’s life,” says Sarah Ortiz, a
mother, an advocate, a public speaker, and a survivor
of child sexual abuse. (1) After receiving support from
her mother, Sarah went on to speak out about her
story publicly and works for the Child Abuse
Prevention Center in New York, helping to expand the
statute of limitations on child sexual abuse. “We
don’t tell [anyone] because we’re taught to be men.
We’re taught to be bread-winners and protectors.
We’re not taught to be victims, because being a
victim implies a weakness,” says Jerome Whitehead,
an author, husband, and survivor of multiple
childhood sexual assaults. (2) Jerome found healing
solace in writing and published a book about his
experience. Stories like Sarah’s and Jerome’s are
unfortunately more common than one might think,
because sexual assault and abuse are very
commonly unreported crimes. Both Sarah and Jerome
have found benefits in sharing their stories, which is
one of the goals of Take Back The Night Events.
This April will mark the 21st anniversary of Sexual
Assault Awareness Month. (3) Created out of the
movement to spread awareness and prevention of
sexual assault, harassment, and abuse, advocates
have found that open discussion is necessary to
support survivors. The first U.S. Take Back the Night
event was held in 1975 when a crowd in
Philadelphia protested the murder of a microbiologist,
Susan Alexander Speeth, walking home after work
and the name originated from the goal for women to
walk alone at night without the fear of being raped,
harassed or harmed. (4)

Begaj in third place; and Zameer Karim and Matthew
Hallisy in fourth place. (1) Kamalani Tydingo, Rosina
Saeed, and Lindsey Zipkin all walked away with a
Distinguished Advocate award.
The ADR team
consists
of several coaches
and a close-knit group of students interested in
strengthening their advocacy skills
through
alternative forms of dispute resolution. The team is
highly competitive and has excelled in several recent
local and national competitions. In Spring 2021, the
team won the National Championship title at the
ABA
National Negotiation Competition. (2) This
Spring, the ADR team’s Kathryn Wotherspoon and
Susanna GonzalesMcCaulley placed second
overall at the Southwestern National Negotiation
Competition. (3)
Most recently, the team
competed at the
Tulane International Fútbol Negotiation Competition,
which was held on March 25 &26. Our ADR team
competed and brought home both the silver and
bronze! Kelli McTague and Alexandria Loveless
placed second, and
Sara Berry and Arya
Sadighian placed third. Congratulations!
CWSL’s
ADR team
generally competes in
two types of ADR competitions—negotiation and
mediation. After completing their first year, any
student interested in the ADR team may join by
emailing their interest to an existing member or
coach. Students are typically asked to attend team
practices to observe the team's performance.
In observing practices, the ADR team requires
students to follow a few rules, the first of which is
that you “don’t talk about fight club.” As such, there’s
not much more I can tell you in this article, but if you
are interested in joining the ADR team, you may
contact either of their
co-coaches: Juan Larios, ‘17
(jjlarioslaw@gmail.com) or Michelle Kellogg, ’20
(mmgkellogg.jd@gmail.com).
Source:
1. https://www.instagram.com/p/Ca1H9nhLpho/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
2. https://www.cwsl.edu/clinics-and-programs/competitive-advocacyprogram/cap-competitive-results
3. https://www.instagram.com/p/Ca3VGmXJLOw/?
utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

Events have become more popular on college
campuses and in different communities to bring
awareness to sexual violence and provide support for
victims. While cognizant that some populations are
more vulnerable to sexual violence, Take Back the
Night events are inclusive and committed to support
people of all sexual and gender identities, races,
ethnicities, nationalities, religious beliefs, ages,
abilities, and statuses.
Sexual violence is more prevalent in college
compared to other crimes and college-age victims
(18-24) are less likely to report it to law enforcement.
(5) The Student Bar Association’s Sexual Violence
Prevention Committee (SVPC) is holding a Take Back
The Night event on campus on April 7, 2022. The
committee is devoted to creating a safe space for
survivors and advocates to provide support. The
event is planned to have mindfulness activities, a
resource information fair for campus resources and
mental health services, and an opportunity for
students to share their stories if they would like to.
Check the Weekly Announcements and the CWSL
Calendar for more information. (6) Drew Perkoski, a
male survivor of sexual violence by a female
perpetrator, says, “Coming forward helps prove to
those reactionary deniers that this is everywhere, it’s
systemic, and so much more common than we would
like to admit.” (7) SVPC hopes that the CWSL
community will join us to help survivors through their
healing journeys and spread awareness of campus
sexual violence.
Source:
1. https://www.rainn.org/survivor-stories/sarah-o-story
2. https://www.rainn.org/survivor-stories/jeromes-story
3. https://www.nsvrc.org/saam/2022/about/historyofsaam
4. https://takebackthenight.org/about-us/
5. https://www.rainn.org/statistics/campus-sexual-violence
6. https://www.aaiscloud.com/CAWesternSchoolofLaw/default.aspx?home
7. https://www.rainn.org/survivor-stories/drewsstory
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Of Local Legends and Lore: The Rise of Competitive eSports, Cal Western Style
By: Mayra Hernandez

“'Why do you think Esports is becoming so ubiquitous at
universities?’ ‘Aside from universities wanting to get in on the
multi-billion-dollar industry that is Esports, I think they are
starting to realize the skill and dedication it takes to becoming
a high-level player and want to start supporting students who
strive to make it to the top.’” (1) This short exchange between
Elton Moy, a Marquette University Biomedical Science student,
and member of the varsity e-Sports club (“MGE”), and the
staff writers for a Koss blog post, speaks of the enthusiasm
driving universities into entering and backing collegial eSports
teams. Koss, known for inventing the first headphones (2),
was a sponsor of MGE. A testament to the behemoths now
backing eSports. At the time, Marquette University recently
launched the MGE. It was the first in the nation run by a major
conference “Division I” athletics program. “The Marquette
Gaming and Esports Club mirrors the traditional athletics
team model with many of the same benefits for players:
leadership development, teamwork, communication and the
pursuit of excellence.” (3)
Having a “Division I” University invest in eSports and treat it,
structurally, as any other of its sports, is a great
accomplishment for the fledgling space. Moreover, a recent
study by Paul Agachi and Teena Willoughby of Brock
University suggests a “long-term predictive effect of sports
video game play on increased involvement in real-life sports
over the 3 years [study period].”(4) Importantly, “self-esteem
was a [demonstrated] underlying mechanism of [the] longterm association.”(5) Perhaps the emerging research on the
positive outcomes in video game play are bringing Division I
Universities to the eSports table. In fact, the American
Psychological Association has stated that “[a] small but
significant body of research has begun to emerge, mostly in
the last five years, documenting” the benefits of playing video
games. (6)
Locally, San Diego-based four-year universities all boast
their own eSports leagues. But it is not easy for small standalone law schools, such as California Western School of Law
to host its own eSports league. Nevertheless, informal,
student-organized video game playing has been taking place
at Cal Western for some years now. While no school
sponsored eSports had yet emerged, due to its strong
community,
Nowruz
(Continued from Page 3).
Unforgettably, Hon. Tamila E. Ipema (Pictured Below)
shared a personal story about a hearing which she conducted
in another language after realizing all parties, including the
witnesses, only spoke the Persian language Farsi. Judge
Ipema proved how much our San Diego Middle Eastern
Community had grown and mentioned, “If we have courts in
Spanish, I don’t see why we cannot have courts in Arabic,
Farsi, or other languages.” After Immigrating from Iran, Hon.
Tamila E. Ipema has dedicated her life to the advancement of
democracy, human rights, and social justice; her
accomplishments paved the way for other women in the legal
society. Judge Ipema received the felicitious 2022 trailblazer
award and was inducted into the women’s hall of fame on
March 20, 2022.(3)
Personally, as a middle eastern woman, I grew up in a
community in which daughters were raised for marriage and
any aspirations outside of domestic life were minimized.
Middle Eastern women continuously suffer from a lack of
equality in most areas of society; however, this celebration of
growth of middle eastern women in the legal field inspired me.
At the IABA Nowruz event, I was
reminded of middle eastern women's
strength and passion for the legal system. It
was an honor to learn about the cultures
and traditions behind Nowruz and a
memorable
experience
with
highly
respected women in law. I highly
recommend that anyone interested in
attending local networking events check
out the IABA’s website or social media
accounts for upcoming events. (4)
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Source:
1. https://iaba.us/event/iaba-san-diego-nowruzcelebration/?
utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=iaba
-san-diego-nowruz-celebration
2. https://iranprimer.usip.org/blog/2015/mar/16/nowruztraditions-persian-new-year
3. https://www.sandiegowomenshalloffame.com/event
4. https://iaba.us/chapters/san-diego-2/

Photo Credit: IABA’s Instagram
Account; @iaba_sandiego

Cal Western has had success in running in-person intramural
leagues. Unfortunately, the pandemic put a sudden end to the
basketball and soccer intramurals.
And it was in that context: a pandemic that forced us all
online, and an informal nascent gaming culture, that at the
2021 Cal Western SBA elections there arose an eSports
champion, campaigning on a platform to bring eSports to Cal
Western. Making good on campaign promises, in the fall of
2021, the SBA intramurals team at Cal Western hosted its first
eSports friendlies; crowning both individual and team winners. It
takes one person to propose a change. But one voice alone will
not create change. It takes a community to welcome the change
and participate both in the planning and the playing. In a time of
apathy, and political discord/cynicism, our humble eSports
adventure has shown us that no matter how far-fetched,
change and cohesion are possible.
Something else that has emerged in the eSports experiment
is that neither gender nor ethnicity are the primary determinant
of who is attracted to support and partake in eSports. In fact,
during the inaugural Cal Western eSports league, we learned
that video game players on campus were made up of a diverse
population. Half of the winners of the inaugural season were
Latinx, but three quarters of the players were minorities. In fact,
three quarters of the winners were female. Women and
minorities are very much a part of the future of eSports. As such,
it is important to recognize and value their endeavors.
To all those with hidden gaming avatars, at Cal Western, we
see you, we encourage you, and we tip our hats off to you! To
all avowed gamers among the readership here, the world is
getting small and the competition sharp, and your blazed trail
may one day be a well-worn path: for your sowing the seeds of
change, we raise our glasses to you and cheer you on, the world
needs you. Not a gamer? Neither was the said eSports
championed—without whom this story might not have been
possible. There too is a place for you! ¡Enhorabuena!
Source:
1. https://koss.com/blogs/stories/interview-elton-moy-marquette-gaming-esports-club
2. https://koss.com/pages/koss-history
3. https://koss.com/blogs/stories/interview-elton-moy-marquette-gaming-esports-club
4. Adachi, P.J.C., Willoughby, T. Does Playing Sports Video Games Predict Increased
Involvement in Real-Life Sports Over Several Years Among Older Adolescents and Emerging
Adults?. J Youth Adolescence 45, 391–401 (2016). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10964-0150312-2
5. Id.
6. The benefits of playing video games. https://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/releases/ampa0034857.pdf

Suicide Squad and the 8th Amendment: Cruel
and Unusual Punishment?
By: Jennifer Ngo
The successful premiere of Peacemaker (2022), a spin off tv
show of the movie The Suicide Squad (2021), showed that the
continued popularity of the superhero genre is alive and well.
Christopher Smith, the titular “Peacemaker”, is a vigilante
turned convicted felon who was given an opportunity to
remove ten years off of his prison sentence by participating in
a secret black ops mission dubbed “Task Force X”. The caveat
is that there is a bomb implanted in their necks so if the
participants try to escape or their mission becomes public, the
government can detonate the bomb to kill the participant and
erase any trace of United States involvement. The government
uses Task Force X in incredibly dangerous situations where
death is likely to result which is where the ironic moniker of
“Suicide Squad” originates. This article will examine the legality
of participation in Task Force X under the Eighth Amendment’s
ban on cruel and unusual punishment.
The Eighth Amendment states “[E]xcessive bail shall not be
required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.” (1) When there is no penological
justification for punishment, that is seen as the wanton and
unnecessary infliction of pain which constitutes cruel and
unusual punishment. (2) The United States Supreme Court also
reviews Eighth Amendment claims through evolving standards
of decency that mark the progress of a maturing society. (3)
Penological justifications include retribution, rehabilitation,
incapacitation, and deterrence. (4) While the death penalty is
not a per se cruel and unusual violation, the Supreme Court
has restricted its usage by establishing requirements and
making certain classes of individuals ineligible. (5) For purposes
of this article, Task Force X seems akin to the death penalty
because if you go on the mission, you either die from the
deadly mission or you die from the government activating the
implanted bomb.
(Continued on Page 11).

SAN DIEGO’S FEDERAL COURT WELCOMES TWO NEW JUDGES!
BY: REDMOND WALTON
Sitting on the biggest land border crossing in the Western Hemisphere, San
Diego’s Federal District Court, the southernmost of four federal district courts in
California, is inordinately busy. As of 2021, each active San Diego federal judge
managed nearly 600 cases, 170 cases above the optimal caseload per judge. This
heavy average caseload, amongst the largest in the country, is partly due to the
steady stream of immigration and drug-offenses at the southern border. The larger
contributor is the unfilled bench.(1)
At the start of December 2021, seven of the 13 judgeships were vacant. Several
preeminent federal judges assumed senior status in the late 2010’s. The Trump
administration set out to confirm a new lineup of active judges, but the anticipated
replacements never saw confirmation. (2) The result was an overburdened court,
forced to weather the unprecedented challenges of the global pandemic with empty
judges’ chambers.

Photo Credit: Federal Bar
Association, San Diego Chapter.

This year, however, much needed relief came to San Diego’s federal court. The
Biden administration appointed two new federal judges that received confirmation in
the Senate. On December 21, 2021, Judge Linda Lopez received her judicial
commission to San Diego’s federal court. Six days later, on December 21, 2021,
Judge Jinsook Ohta received her judicial commission as well. (3)

Judge Linda Lopez was the first Biden appointee to see confirmation in the
Senate. Originally from Florida, Judge Lopez attended University of Miami School of
Law, where she served as an editor for the University of Miami Law Review. After
graduating, Judge Lopez began a 19-year career in criminal defense. Judge Lopez
worked for four years at a private criminal defense firm before starting her own
firm, representing both retained and indigent clients in the Florida state and federal
court systems. Judge Lopez practiced at her own firm for several years before
relocating to San Diego, where she joined the Federal Defenders of San Diego as a
Senior Trial Attorney. In 2018, Judge Lopez was sworn in as a federal magistrate
judge, where she served until 2021 before her appointment to district judge. (4)
Judge Jinsook Ohta joined Judge Lopez on the bench a mere six days later. Judge
Ohta attended New York University School of Law before serving as a law clerk to
Judge Moskowitz at the San Diego Federal Court. Following her yearlong clerkship,
Judge Ohta entered private practice for several years. Judge Ohta later returned to
clerk for Judge Moskowitz once more, before joining the consumer protection
section of the California Attorney General's office, where she worked for ten years.

Photo Credit: Federal Bar
Association, San Diego Chapter.

In December of 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom appointed Judge Ohta to the San Diego County Superior Court.
Judge Ohta served on the state bench for one year before her recent commission to San Diego’s Federal Court. (5)
Judge Lopez and Judge Ohta will help to bring the 600 caseload-per-judgeship back into earth’s atmosphere, but
Biden and the legislature still have work to do. Five vacancies remain on the court, with two pending nominations
that would bring the bench to ten judges. Hopefully, by the time Cal Western’s 1L class walks past the lectern on
graduation day, San Diego’s federal court will have the magic number of judges.
Source
1. https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/courts/story/2021-09-18/san-diego-federal-court-vacancies
2. https://www.law360.com/articles/1457287/meet-calif-fed-judge-nominee-ruth-bermudez-montenegro
3. https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/courts/story/2021-09-30/biden-federal-judges
4. https://ballotpedia.org/Linda_Lopez_(California)
5. https://ballotpedia.org/Jinsook_Ohta

Scott Interview
(Continued from Page 3).
Despite the tragedies occurring abroad, we as American’s will soon
have a reason to celebrate. The first African American woman will
serve on our nation’s highest court! Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson’s
confirmation hearings have concluded, and the Senate is expected to
vote later this week. When asked to comment on this historical
moment, Dean Scott became visibly emotional. “Aside from obvious
traditional credentials, what we saw this past week was an
extraordinary woman who displayed grace, integrity, and intelligence
and composure in the face of such hostility.” It is apparent to anyone
who may have watched or heard the confirmation hearings, that
Republican Senators were rarely interested in hearing a response that
did not align with their political agenda. (1) Nevertheless, Judge Ketanji
Brown Jackson maintained a steady composure that is unmatched
from anything I’ve ever witnessed. Dean Scott states that her,
“admiration is so deep for [Judge Kentanji Brown Jackson’s] demeanor
and the way she did not let them bait her, to say it was inspirational is
an understatement. It really was a lesson in grace and integrity.” The
Senate Judiciary Committee is scheduled to vote on her confirmation
on April 4, 2022. (2)

Photo Credit: ABC NEWS, AFP via Getty News.

Source
1. Askarinam, Leah, and Blake Hounshell. “Takeaways from Ketanji Brown Jackson's Confirmation Hearings.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 24 Mar.
2022, https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/24/us/politics/ketanji-brown-jackson-hearings.html.
2. Jalonick, Mary Clare, and Kevin Freking. “Watch: Senate Judiciary Committee Postpones Jackson's Supreme Court Nomination to Next Week.” PBS, Public
Broadcasting Service, 28 Mar. 2022, https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/watch-live-senate-judiciary-committee-to-consider-ketanji-brown-jacksons-supremecourt-nomination.
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Lithium Extraction in the Salton Sea: Resource Heaven in the Age of Technology or a
Cry for Revisiting the Environmental Justice Element?
By: Ann Jacky Shelnutt

Lithium – The Stuff that Green Energy Dreams are Made Of
Lithium—the stuff that metal smartphones, electric vehicles (EVs), and solar panel storage batteries are made of—
has increased in price by 240% since 2021. (1) Current projections show that the price of lithium will increase by
1000%. (2) 86% of the world’s lithium supply is collectively sourced from Australia, Chile, and China, (3) with only 1%
of the global lithium supply mined in the U.S. (4) With supply chain issues and global tensions, the lack of domestic,
lithium mining poses a national security risk and hurdle to the shift into hybrid and electric vehicles.
San Diego’s Climate Action Plan to achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2035 (5) will not be possible without
transformative shifts into greener energy, and the retirement of gas-guzzling vehicles. Currently, with the substantial
federal tax credit given to consumers through the Clean Vehicle Rebate Project for select hybrid and electric
vehicles(6), the price tag is not feasible for most. Added to the exponential price increases of lithium, the shift into EV
cars and solar energy may be inequitable.
Solution to Projected Lithium Shortages
Two hours east of San Diego is the Imperial Valley (IV)—home of CA’s biggest lake, the Salton Sea, where a lithium
brine deposit can be found. (7) Alarmingly, the area has been dubbed “the Saudi Arabia of lithium” by Governor
Newsom. (8) Under Assembly Bill No. 1657, the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission
established a Blue Ribbon Commission (BRC) on Lithium Extraction in California. (9) On October 1, 2022, the BRC will
submit a report to the Legislature of its findings regarding lithium mining in California. The Salton Sea lithium deposit
will be at the heart of the report.
Personal Critique of Potential Lithium Extraction in the Salton Sea
1. Perspective of an Imperial Valley Local
As a born-and-raised IV local, I am excited about the potential economic boom as a corollary of having an estimated
one-third global stake (10) in the current demand for lithium, but also cognizant of the long-term environmental
impacts it will have on my community. Lithium is a non-renewable resource used to supply renewable energies. The
impacts of unabated lithium extraction without substantial contribution to my community’s economy, in conjunction
with lack of preventative, environmental measures has the potential to be disastrous. At a symposium in Calexico, CA,
I first heard about the correlation between the Salton Sea’s contamination and the comparatively high
rates of asthma in the IV. As explained, when the contaminated water
evaporates, the Salton Sea’s agricultural runoff and pollutants become airborne.
Currently, the Salton Sea is shrinking, further exacerbating the region’s poor air
quality.
2. Lithium in the IV: Implication of the Environmental Justice Element and
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
SB1000 requires communities impacted by socioeconomic standards, poor
environmental quality, and health concerns to adopt an environmental justice
element into their General Plan. (11) The IV is such a community. As a majority
Latino farmworker community where environmental disasters are politicized
and then forgotten, this is our chance to say “no more. ”The IV has an “F” rating
from the American Lung Association as to its air quality. (12)
In a “worst case scenario,” an exposed Salton Sea may mean a dramatic
decrease in the IV’s air quality and habitability. Any impact to the region’s air
quality will also affect the backbone of the Valley—agricultural workers. Those
most heavily impacted are vulnerable populations i.e. the elderly and those with
asthma or autoimmune diseases. Local authorities should revisit the
environmental justice element before making any decisions within their
discretion regarding lithium extraction. Restoration of the Salton Sea should be
a non-negotiable for local authorities considering the large potential lithium
profit margins and magnitude of risks involved.
(Continued on Back Cover).

Receding Salton Sea, Cover Photo by Ann Jacky
Shelnutt.

Does the American Legal System Move Fast Enough to Catalyze Meaningful
Environmental Resiliency as Climate Change Advances?
By: Justin M. Knowles

Climate is changing. (1) The time for accountability is
now and the responsibility is for us, not for future
generations. If we all had a chocolate bar for every time
we have heard, “In [random amount of] years this
[environmental catastrophe] will have occurred and
there is irreparable Harm,” we would be swimming in a
Willy Wonka style chocolate river, because all of our
chocolate would be melted by the impacts of climate
change. (2) Directly or indirectly, we have all been
affected by climate change in some form. Fires,
hurricanes, floods, heat waves, cold spells, blizzards,
rising sea level—the list goes on. Environmental
solutions, too, exist in many forms. (3) Everything from
laws, regulatory agencies, businesses, technology, and
much more have also made direct or indirect impacts.
With this in mind, I must now ask: Is America doing its
part to solve global, environmental issues?
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We are fortunate to live in one of the most developed
nations with the capability to not only actively mitigate
climate change, but be a leader in how our globalized
civilization can adapt to the changing environment.
Federal and state environmental laws appear to be wellintentioned, but in practice, is it actually making a
difference? With over 100 cases litigating climate change,
the Ninth Circuit is the nation's battle ground for
environmental disputes. (4) Environmental advocates often
bring claims against corporations or agencies. We have
seen local governments and environmental interest groups
take on massive oil conglomerates. (5) In these scenarios,
the judgments vary from letting the wrongdoers off the
hook based on a technicality, or slapping them on the wrist
with monetary damages. Sure, attorneys and judges can
do their part, but awarding money damages does not
repair the harm done on the shared land, air, and water.
(Add example. Company X was fined, Company X
continues to violate. Environmental wrong Y is still taking
place).
(Continued on Back Cover).

The MLB CBA: What Changed In Baseball?
By: Hayden Cave

On December 2, 2021, Major League Baseball’s (MLB)
Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA) expired and
started a 99-day player lockout. The CBA is a contract
between the MLB owners and the MLB Players
Association that describes the rules of player employment
and lays out the financial structure of the league at all
affiliated levels. (1) The CBA expires every four years and
negotiations have not been this heated for 28 years. The
players and owners could not come to an agreement about
several issues spanning from rule changes to player
salaries and compensation. At one point, negotiations
were so fruitless that MLB owners wanted to hire a federal
mediator to help ease tensions. The threat of there not
being an MLB season in 2022 was a very real possibility
for several weeks. Fortunately, to all baseball fans’ relief,
the MLB owners and MLB Players Association came to an
agreement on March 10. I will present two important
changes in the new CBA.
1. Salary Raises for Minor League Baseball Players
The top MLB players sign multi-year deals worth well over
$100 million, but most people don’t realize that many
minor league baseball players are paid as little as $8,000
per year. (2) When baseball players are drafted by MLB
clubs, they are given one chance to make money through a
signing bonus. While the top prospects are offered multimillion dollar signing bonuses, the late-round picks are
offered signing-bonuses as low as $20,000. (3)
Considering that over 80% of players never make it to the
MLB and that it usually takes multiple years for a player to
even be considered to make it to the MLB, this means that
a vast majority of minor league players live below the
poverty line. The new CBA gave these players a raise.
Starting this season, the minimum salary for minor league
baseball players is $9,200 over a 23-week season. (4)

This is still well below the federal poverty line and is not
enough money for a person to live off. The MLB owners
make more than enough money to pay their lowest level
players enough money to be able to live a full year without
having to deplete their signing bonuses.
2. Banned Defensive Shifting
Starting in 2023, the MLB will ban defensive shifting (5).
Defensive shifting is when teams move their defensive
players from their traditional positions to a certain area of
the field because the hitter tends to hit the ball to that
specific area. This has become increasingly more popular
over the last decade and has led to a decline in hits. While
hitters can adjust and hit the ball to where the defensive
players are not positioned, this has not happened due to
the way that teams value baseball players. Teams value
hitters by using metrics that financially reward hitters that
hit a lot of home runs. This means that the hitters have no
incentive to adjust to a defense because they are trying to
hit the ball over all of them anyway. This has led to an
imbalance of offense in baseball and has made scoring
runs one-dimensional through the homerun. Many baseball
fans do not like this because they believe that the hitters
should adjust to the defense, but I support this rule change
because it will yield a more entertaining product. Defensive
shifting will still be allowed in 2022, so it will be interesting
to compare the impact this rule change will have on
offensive strategy starting in 2023. My hope is that it will
lead to a more balanced offensive strategy with less of an
emphasis on only hitting home-runs.
Source:
1. https://www.baseballreference.com/bullpen/Collective_bargaining_agreement#:~:text=The%20Collective
%20Bargaining%20Agreement%20(CBA,financial%20structure%20of%20the%20
game.
2. https://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/32172108/can-union-fix-minor-leaguers-saypoverty-level-pay-poor-housing-driving-mental-health-crisis
3. https://www.spotrac.com/mlb/draft/2021/
4. https://www.blessyouboys.com/2022/3/14/22973710/all-the-details-in-mlbs-newcollective-bargaining-agreement
5. https://ftw.usatoday.com/lists/mlb-lockout-owners-baseball-shift-differencereaction-rule-change

Pay to Play: Student-Athletes Monetizing Their Name, Image, and Likeness
By: Marshall Fern, SBA Intramural Athletics Director

A long-standing debate has finally come to a fair and
profitable outcome for collegiate student-athletes across
the country. On June 21, 2021, the Supreme Court came to
a unanimous decision to give trademark rights to studentathletes for their names, images, and likeness. (1) This
monumental decision will change the way student athletes
are portrayed and will compensate them for the hard work
they put towards their professions. Colleges and
universities have leveraged sports to bring in revenue,
enrollment, and money for alumni associations without
sharing any of the profits with the athletes that make these
enterprises so profitable and lucrative. (2)
The future of student athletes will no longer function
under such monopolistic conditions under their college or
university, but will now have the opportunity to earn
anywhere between $1,000-$10,000 from their value as a
student-athlete. (3) However, this estimate is neither a
floor nor a cap for the projected profits student-athletes
can make. The Supreme Court's decision allows a studentathlete to use platforms such as Instagram to earn profit
based on their name, image, and likeness. (4) For example,
former Clemson University football quarterback, Trevor
Lawrence, was projected to gain an estimated $390,000 in
endorsement potential based on his name, image, and
likeness. (5) With such high endorsement potential,
student-athletes have the opportunity to earn more money
than the average United States salary of a person working
forty hours a week. (6)
Although this lucrative opportunity has presented itself
to student-athletes across the United States, there remains
many issues that have surfaced since the Supreme Court's
unanimous decision. There is a large amount of interest
surrounding this topic and many groups are coming
together to collaborate on practical solutions for many of

these issues. One of the most significant issues of
implementing the new policies for monetizing an athlete's
name, image, and likeness is the state-by-state uniformity
of enforcing these policies. (7) One of the solutions is to
create a uniform, nationwide policy amongst all the states,
federal legislation, or both. (8) The importance of creating
uniformity amongst all the states implementing these
policies is to ensure the fairness of this new opportunity
presented to athletes. Without uniformity of policies
between other states, it is possible to see discrepancies
between athletes from other schools. When a larger school
already brings in more revenue than, for example, a smaller
private school, it is easier to predict an athlete from a
school with a powerhouse sports team—regardless of the
sport—may be able to obtain more lucrative endorsement
deals for their name, image, and likeness.
The opportunity for student athletes to at last profit from
their hard work and dedication they put into their
professions has been long overdue. The ability for a
student to earn returns on the revenue brought in to their
college or university is fair and justified, as stated by the
Supreme Court. No institution should take advantage of
their student-athletes to monetize their hard work without
just compensation for the hours they put in, not only to their
sport, but to the endless hours of different media,
networking, and alumni work that comes with the rigors of
being a student-athlete. However, although this decision
finally gives student-athletes the ability to profit off their
name, image, or likeness, the future of these policies have a
long road until being "perfect," and it will take the efforts of
the legislature and cooperation between all states to
ensure these policies are implemented correctly and fairly.
Source:
1. Stradley Ronon, https://www.stradley.com/insights/publications/2021/08/ip-andeducation-client-alert-august2021#:~:text=After%20several%20trademark%20rulings%20in,Alston%2C%20No
(last visited Mar. 13, 2022).
2. Id.
(Continued on Back Cover).
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Cause and Effect: Vaccine Mandates vs. Jury Pools
By: Ariana D’Agostino

For the foreseeable future, litigators must consider the
impact a potential juror’s vaccination status will have on a
case. Many courts still function exclusively online or are
moving to a hybrid format. Even as court systems begin to
transition back to traditional in person advocacy, COVID-19
continues to heavily impact the court system.
A fundamental right to jury selection is selecting
representatives from a cross-section of the community.
However, both state and federal judges across the country
have instituted vaccine mandates for juries, allowing the
exclusion of unvaccinated jurors for cause. (1) The court
systems requiring vaccination heavily rely on safety
concerns, reasoning that jurors should have a right to feel
comfortable and safe as they work for prolonged periods in
small spaces with others.1 The effect of juror dismissal
becomes more convoluted considering that not all courts
have adopted the same COVID-19 protocols.1 Judges are
making the decision to exclude or include jurors based on
vaccination status on a case-by-case basis. (2)
In June 2021, U.S. District Judge Dan Aaron Polster
ordered jurors in his courtroom must be vaccinated. A
substantial portion of the jury pool was excused; at the time,
only 42.6% of the state of Ohio’s population was fully
vaccinated. (3) Judge Polster was forced to backtrack
following the defense’s argument that dismissing jurors
based on vaccination status would preclude the whole
community from being represented. (4) This is just one
specific example of the many consequences COVID-19 has
on our court systems.
Juror exclusion is causing conflicting opinions, and there is
still little authority about the extent of these disparities. As
recent as December 2021, judges within the same
courthouse building were handing down different decisions
based on vaccination status.1
In Taylor v. Louisiana , the Supreme Court of the United
States ruled a fundamental right guaranteed by the 6th
Amendment is that criminal juries must be selected from a
cross section of the community. (5)
Other rulings found this same principle applied to civil juries
and grand juries. For a lawyer to challenge whether a jury
represents a cross section of the community, their prima
facie case must establish (a) the alleged excluded group is a
“distinctive group” within the community; (b) the
representation of the group from which the jury was selected
is not fair and reasonable in relation to the number of such
persons in the community; and (c) the under-representation
is due to the systemic exclusion of the group in the jury
selection process. (6) The courts must soon decide if an
individual’s right to refuse a vaccination against COVID-19 is
a valid cause for jury exclusion.

The cross-section test was recently examined in Moses.(7)
The court held unvaccinated individuals are not part of
such a group to be afforded mandatory representation on
a jury as they are not part of a “distinctive group.”(8)
“Distinctive” is defined by immutable characteristics and
not decided based on political identity or group
associations.(9) Because membership in an unvaccinated
group changes on a daily basis, there is no single,
continuous yet distinctive group of unvaccinated persons.
(10) However, this interpretation of the cross-section test is
only binding on the New York court system; other states
are still considering this issue.
While vaccination status might differ based on race,
income, or gender the largest division is based on political
party affiliations. (11) PEW Research Center reported
Democrats, older individuals, individuals with more formal
schooling, and urban residents are significantly more likely
to be vaccinated than Republicans, those with less formal
schooling, and rural residents.(12)
The uncertainty surrounding COVID-19 vaccinations
poses many challenges. Parties may not be afforded a fair
trial if jurors are dismissed based on vaccination status.
COVID-19 may cause jurors to compromise in
deliberations or become biased if they perceive the litigants
have endangered them by bringing them into court for jury
duty. (13)
The dismissal of jurors due to vaccination status further
opens the door for requests of excusal, where jurors ask to
be excused because of increased risk for COVID-19.3 An
attempt to combat this exclusion by means of virtual jury
trials leads to fairness issues, potentially precluding those
without access to technology from the court systems,
among other concerns. (14) In light of these facts, it would
seem the provision of alternative methods to jury service
does not meet the standard for a fair trial.
Lawyers may have to revisit the logistics of their trial
preparation which account for jury research and jury
testing techniques on pools which may be skewed. We
have yet to fully experience the extent of these issues, but
they are certain to be raised on appeal. As of now, the
case law is is not settled and courts are still handing down
conflicting opinions. COVID-19 is not disappearing from
our nation any time soon and will have a lasting impact on
our courtrooms.
Source:
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(last visited Mar. 13, 2022).
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(Continued on Back Cover).

Mushy, Intangible, and Ineffectual Gerrymandering Precedent
By: Brooke Miles

With the recent 2020 census release, the onslaught
surrounding the redistricting of each state's congressional
districts has begun. (1) As of February 2022, nearly 50
lawsuits across 19 states have been filed on racial
gerrymandering grounds. (2) While gerrymandering is
generally abhorred across party lines, the practice has long
been a part of the American electoral system. (3) As a
result, the redistricting process typically results in a variety
of legal challenges. However, the Supreme Court has
always encountered difficulties when deciding when
gerrymanders have gone too far. This has resulted in
mushy, intangible, and ineffectual gerrymandering
precedent. The result, a long struggle to disentangle racial
from partisan gerrymanders. (4) This is mainly because
gerrymandering, conceptually, has long toed the line
between a political question and a violation of democratic
principles.
In 2019, the Supreme Court took the hardline stance
declaring that, while racial gerrymandering remained
prohibited under the 14th amendment, partisan
gerrymanders were nonjusticiable. (5) However, in making
this decision, the Court overlooked the fact that racial and
partisan gerrymanders are nearly indistinguishable absent
an offensively obvious use of race underlying the districting
plan. As such, Rucho has created what is effectively a
partisanship affirmative defense that blocks racial
gerrymandering claims so long as the state cries
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partisanship. This has caused the dismissal of nearly
3/4ths of cases alleging racial gerrymandering. (6)
Because of the adverse impacts the Rucho decision has
had on democratic principles, scholars have suggested
adopting new racial gerrymandering standards, such as
the race as proxy standard implied by Justice Kagan in
Cooper v. Harris. (7) The race as proxy standard, unlike
current racial gerrymandering jurisprudence, follows a
similar analytical structure to other issues which attempt to
disentangle facially neutral but discriminatory actions from
permissible partisan gerrymandering. (8)
On the other hand, many of the recent cases seeking to
challenge a redistricting plan also raise arguments on the
ground of overzealous partisan gerrymandering,
suggesting that many believe Rucho as a whole should be
overturned. (9) While change is unlikely given the current
make-up of the Court and the inherent difficulty of the
question, we cannot continue to sidestep this question for
long. The court has tossed the gerrymandering hot potato
off to the legislature, the exact group elected by these
intentionally skewed district maps, thus leaving essentially
no recourse for the voters. That being the case, the only
way out is to hope that the sheer volume of these
gerrymandering claims will prompt a more holistic
standard under which the right to vote, regardless of color
or partisan propensity, can be preserved.
(Source on Back Cover).

International Intellectual Property Rights Enforcement and Infringement:
Russian Transgressions in the Wake of Declining of U.S. hegemony
By: Zameer Karim
The millions of lives that have been uprooted since Russia invaded
Ukraine’s sovereign territory has been the focus of most press coverage
concerning the snafu in Eurasia. (1) However, countless ripple effects
resonating from the Kremlin’s decision to invade their neighbors are still
unraveling, and presuppose global repercussions that will alter the trajectory
of the global economy. One consequence of the emerging situation is the
elimination of mechanisms to rectify intellectual property rights
infringements.
According to Alfred McCoy, a professor at the University of WisconsinMadison, in the preceding 500 years, every nation that successfully rose to
hegemony had one thing in common: each was able to dominate Eurasia,
which accounts for 70% of the world’s population and productivity. (2) With
the perpetual conflict in Ukraine, Russian expansion into Eastern Europe
poses a potential challenge to the United States’ role as hegemon. While
some experts have predicted U.S. hegemony to continue unabated until the
end of the century, Professor McCoy says the United States’ reign as
superpower will culminate by 2030. (3)
In an unprecedented move in recent history, China and Russia’s
President’s issued a statement at the Olympics, staking out their potential to
form an alliance, supplanting a new world order to challenge U.S. hegemony.
(4) Just as Ukraine was a part of the former Soviet Union, China’s
government feels that the disputed waterways surrounding Taiwan belong
to it, and likely views Russia’s campaign as a position they could take, if the
operation in Ukraine proves successful for Chinese authorities to seize upon.
Authorities in Beijing have already commenced the militarization of islands
near Taiwan, posing a threat to Taiwanese sovereignty. (5)
In reaction to the United States’ decision to sever ties with the Russian and
Belarusian intellectual property offices earlier this month, (6) the Kremlin
issued a decree on March 7th, (7) which no longer requires Russian
companies to reimburse patent and trademark holders from “unfriendly
countries." (8) The attenuation of foreign copyright and trademark
enforcement has been sanctioned by the Russian judiciary, with the Kirov
Arbitration Court citing U.S. economic sanctions in its opinion published on
March 3rd, as the reason for dismissing a suit brought by Hasbro Inc. for
violation of its “Peppa Pig” mark by a Russian entrepreneur. (9)
As more conglomerates headquartered in western countries continue to
shutter operations in Russia, the exodus of economic investment from
Moscow since the invasion of Ukraine has created a tit for tat situation, (10)
with Russia retaliating by not enforcing those companies’ trademark and
patent rights against imitations. (11) Following the Kirov Arbitration Court’s
ruling, applications have been filed in the Russian Intellectual Property office
that replicate well known American brand trademarks such as Starbucks
and McDonald’s. (12) In addition, Vladimir Putin is convincing the Russian
legislature to seize assets of corporations that choose to leave, (13)
evidenced by the recent appropriation of more than $12 billion worth of
leased foreign aircraft. (14)
Last year, Russia was added to the U.S. government’s “priority watch list”,
a catalog of countries that fail to enforce U.S. intellectual property rights
effectively. (15) Piracy of assets protected by patent and trademark laws,
has essentially been legalized as an economic weapon during the conflict,
which is unparalleled in history. Russian officials have also considered
commandeering manufacturing facilities in key industries, such as
automobile producing consortiums like Ford Motor Company and General
Motors. (16)
Member countries of the World Trade Organization ("WTO") can sue
Russia for damages resulting from not enforcing their patents, trademarks,
copyrights, and trade secrets. However, if claims are brought against Russia,
they could utilize the WTO’s own security exception rule, to justify such
transgressions. The exception allows countries at war to take any actions
they deem necessary to protect national security, (17) but it has never been
invoked. (18) Should the WTO decide to revoke Russian membership from
the organization, it could be a disastrous decision, leading to an inability to
use diplomacy to overcome violations of international intellectual property
rights. (19)
Russia argues the measures they have taken are to mitigate the impact on
global supply chains. (20) While this claim is surely veracious, it seems to be
circular in nature. Without creating the situation that led to the initial
disruption of global supply chains, there would be no necessity to mitigate
those reverberations. Monitoring of Russian exports abroad could circumvent
imitations of physical goods from being imported, however, there doesn’t
appear to be an effective mechanism for preventing replication of services
and other intangible types of intellectual property yet. In a free market global
economy, remedies should develop sua sponte to punish violators, and
hopefully the market will be able to self-correct the indiscretions affecting the
enforcement of international intellectual property right transgressions.
Cover
Photo:
McDowell’s
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is coming to real life in NJ,
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Suicide Squad
(Continued from Page 6).
Being coerced to join a deadly mission against one’s
will would constitute cruel and unusual punishment
because it does not further any penological justifications.
One of the main characters in The Suicide Squad (2021)
is Robert Dubois, aka “Bloodsport”, a deadly mercenary
who is a formidable marksman. The organizer of Task
Force X coerces Bloodsport into joining the program by
the threat of his sixteen-year-old being falsely
incarcerated. Retribution is not justified because the
punishment, going on a suicide mission, exceeds the
degree warranted by the severity of the crime. Here,
Bloodsport’s crime is stated as putting Superman in the
hospital with a single Kryptonite bullet. Attempted murder
doesn’t rise to the level of the death penalty because no
death occurred. Incapacitation is not justified because the
program allows the inmates to literally leave the prison
for the purpose of the mission. Leaving the prison goes
against the rationale that punishment protects society
from offenders. Deterrence is not justified because the
missions that Task Force X go on are “off the books” and
secret. Specific deterrence is not met because the
participants have a high probability of dying by the
mission or dying by the bomb implant. General
deterrence is not met because nobody outside of the
members of the program were supposed to know about
the missions. Thus, coerced participation in Task Force X
would constitute cruel and unusual punishment violating
the Eighth Amendment.
Beyond this discussion on cruel and unusual
punishment, there are a myriad of issues that make an
impact on legal analysis. For example, the leader of Task
Force X is a commissioned military officer, Colonel Rick
Flag. Therefore, the Uniform Code of Military Justice may
take over as legal framework because it governs
members of the United States military. Additionally, under
federal law, people convicted of a felony are not allowed
to possess dangerous firearms which Task Force X is in
violation of, 18 U.S.C. § 922(g). (6) Not only do they give
inmates weapons, but they give inmates back their own
weapons which enhance lethality. There are also
additional issues that implicate international law when
Task Force X is sent overseas to foreign countries.
I look forward to feedback if there is interest in part two
of this article or perhaps exploring other legal thought
experiments involving pop culture fictional worlds.
(Source on Back Cover).
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GUILTY FOR BEING SAFE: THE STORY OF A UKRAINIAN-AMERICAN STUDENT
BY: IRYNA AXOM
It was a regular evening in San Diego on February
23, 2022. I was home after spending the day at my
externship, looking forward to the next day and my
fast-approaching graduation from CWSL. Earlier that
same day, my Ukrainian parents discussed their plans
to visit San Diego at the end of April to celebrate my
law school graduation in person, which would have
been their first-time trip to California. We were all
excited about the prospect of seeing each other again
after being over six thousand miles apart for the last
two years. It seemed to be a regular day, full of events
and hopes for the near future, but by evening,
everything changed.
Around 8 p.m. PST, I received the horrific news: on February 23, 2022—Ukraine is under bombardment by
Russia. Multiple cities all over Ukraine reported loud explosions just around dawn. My mind kept spinning the
exact phrase like a broken record; “It can’t be true.” Not in 2022, not in my home country, not in Ukraine. My eyes
looked at the images and videos of fire and black smoke rising in the sky just outside people’s homes, but I
refused to believe. I did not want to accept the terrible truth—the place I once called my home is now at war with
Russia, a nuclear power.
I hardly remember the next few days. Besides constantly keeping up with the news and checking on my family
(who are currently safe), nothing mattered. I could not work, eat, sleep, or do pretty much anything. There were
two things present: first, a pang of burning guilt for being safe and not having to sleep in a cold and moist bomb
shelter at night; and second, an urgent need to do something to help Ukrainians.
Ukrainians residing in foreign countries started reporting symptoms of survivor guilt. Psychologists explain that
“survivor guilt typically arises in people who have been exposed to, or witnessed, death and have stayed alive,”
which leads to “emotional distress and negative self-appraisal.” (1) Survivor guilt may emerge even when
people had no real power to change anything about the situation, or when faced with a non-life-threatening
situation. (2) For example, some people have used the label of “survivor guilt” to describe their feeling after
remaining employed when others have lost their jobs, (3) or when surpassing the academic achievements of
other family and community members that grew up in low-income households. (4) Reporters claim that Freud
claimed survivor guilt symptoms after the death of his father. (5) Writers also described that Holocaust,
Hiroshima, and 9/11 survivors, as well as other traumatized groups, like refugees, (6) have suffered those same
self-reproaching attacks. (7)
My guilt led me to donate money and attend protests where I chanted anti-war slogans with fellow
Ukrainians, and give an interview to the local news channel, but it was not enough—the guilt persisted. I
struggled to find time to contribute meaningfully; after all, I was still completing my forty weekly hours at the
externship, being a mom, and working or doing homework after my daughter’s bedtime. Regardless, my search
for other ways to contribute and help Ukrainians continued.
I stumbled upon a Facebook publication where someone was asking for help in filling out an application for a
Temporary Protected Status (“T.P.S.”). T.P.S. is very limited in terms of people who qualify to receive it. It can only
be granted to people who were already within the U.S. borders at the time and cannot return to their home
country due to the current conditions.
My first thought was, “I wish I were already licensed as an attorney to help these people pro-bono.” Then, I
came up with an idea to at least translate the instruction to the application into Ukrainian with hopes that maybe
those people in need will be able to use my translated instructions and submit the application on their own. As I
started reading the instruction, one thing became clear—even after the announcement by Homeland Security
that Ukrainians will be granted the protected status, (8) there is no procedure set up for such applications, with
no date in the horizon when it will be done.
Ten days after the announcement, Ukraine was still not
on the list of countries currently designated for T.P.S.
Meaning eighteen days since the war started, Ukrainians
could not initiate the process that takes about six months to
complete to receive a temporary legal immigration status,
work permit, and right to travel.
I struggle to see what else the U.S. has done to aid
Ukrainian refugees and displaced citizens who could not
return home due to the active military operations. The U.S.
embassy in Ukraine has been closed, and to apply for a
tourist visa, Ukrainians were recommended to go to Poland.
Even then, visa applications are regularly denied and cost
over one-third of a monthly income for an average
Ukrainian per person. Considering that many Ukrainian
refugees have lost their homes and jobs, the prospect of
spending a hefty sum of money on a visa (even if granted)
and then a much larger amount on plane tickets for the
entire family may not be possible.
Further, Ukrainians currently do not qualify for a refugee or asylum status under 8 U.S.C. §1158, as there is no
exception for citizens of a country at war if such citizens were not the victims of or are not facing a possibility of
political prosecution or torture. While Ukrainians flee their homes and find shelter in European countries, the U.S.
continues to promise to do everything to help but continually failing to deliver. When people ask me how I feel
about the war in Ukraine, there is only one answer that comes to mind—guilty.
(Source Listed on Back Cover).
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How to Descend Steep Hills Without Absolutely Obliterating
Yourself and Others
By: Zachary "Zaq" McDaniel
We are lucky to live in a city with reasonably swift access to
nature. Roughly twenty minutes by car grants one access to
several large trail networks, and travel for about an hour puts
one firmly in the mountains and grants access to even greater
trail networks. However, San Diego’s trails maintain an unusual
feature—they often travel straight up and down mountains.
This may
FN be beneficial for hikers and those who travel by
motorized vehicle and desire a direct route. For mountain bikers
like myself,
though,
trails present a challenge. I would like
Politics
andthese
Ukraine
more people to join the Cult of Mountain Biking. Because these
trails are
so prevalent,
and because
I want people who do
Possible
IABA new
year article
mountain bike to lose as little blood as possible, a primer on
negotiating them may prove useful to the up-and-coming rider.
That these trails exist may be attributed at least partially to
San Diego’s climate. There are not many torrential rainstorms
here, nor is there spring runoff. These trails are therefore not
subject to the more severe erosive forces that would doom
similarly constructed trails in other locations. The rain that does
fall here tears through the fine dust that makes up much of the
landscape. This does not destroy the trails completely; rather, it
creates massive runoff ditches and exaggerates any surface
rock formation. These factors must be considered when riding.
Alright, to business. Here is how to descend steep hills without
obliterating yourself and others
1. Stand up and stick your butt out.
When descending, you want your weight as far back as
humanly possible. This means moving on your bike. Stand up
on your pedals, keeping them level with each other to ensure
maximum clearance. Then lean back. Way back. No, farther.
You may be hovering your posterior barely over the rear wheel.
Lowering down from this position may result in your rear
meshing with your bike as a secondary braking system for your
rear wheel and is recommended only for emergencies. If you
don’t have a dropper post (and if you’re wondering what that
is, you probably don’t) you will be behind the bike seat. This
position ensures your weight is in the back of the bike and
reduces your chances of going over the handlebars, or having
the bike ride you. I would not recommend either of these
situations. Once you have assumed the necessary position,
2. Remember brakes may be your enemy.
Yes, this one is counterintuitive. It is important, though. All the
rocks and erosion I mentioned earlier do NOT want you to
succeed on your quest to better yourself and hit that hill. That is
why, if you brake while rolling over a sketchy spot, the ground
will gleefully grab your front wheel and you will be airborne
before you know it. That is why it is important to show the
ground that you, with your opposable thumbs and advanced
know-how, are the boss. Ideally, you are able to identify a safe
spot to brake after riding through a tricky area. However, if the
descent is long and steep, tap the brakes repeatedly to come to
a safe halt. The absolute worst-case scenario is your wheel
locking downhill, so keep those brakes cool and wheels turning.
3. Ride in control.
This bears mentioning after my previous rant. Know your trail,
know your bike, know yourself. Be aware of other traffic on the
trail. Combined with the brake rule, this might mean walking
your bike down something you could maybe hit, but what
would result in speed that, when combined with another trail
user, would result in injury. Dogs appear to have a healthy
appetite for bicycle tires as well, especially when off-leash. Be
a Good Rider.
4. Go for it.
Have faith in yourself. I believe in you. Seriously. I know it looks
scary, but you can do it. Just plan your line and take it. Maybe
get someone to video you doing it, so you can use the video to
impress your friends and intimidate your enemies. You’ve got
this!

Vavasour
(Continued from Page 3).
“Teaching is fun in all of the different environments,” he
explains. “It’s been very creative in some ways in the sense
that you can’t just do things the same way for each of the
different formats. It’s been fun going through it with my
colleagues to figure out ways to do our best and be as
effective as possible in the classroom in whatever the
different formats are.
“[The students] are going through some challenging
circumstances,” he acknowledged, “but they have shown a
lot of resilience and a lot of fortitude and that makes it fun
for me. It makes it even more meaningful in ways that
make the job rewarding.” Regardless of the accolade,
Professor Vavasour is insistent about not staying
complacent and wants to continue to evolve and grow as
an educator. “I’m trying not to let it go to my head,” he said.
“I’m also trying to make sense of it. [The students] are very
smart, so I’ll assume they are right. As people, as
attorneys, as teachers, we have to be looking at ways we
can improve so I’m going to try not to get too complacent.”

Student Advocacy Gets Results!
By: Nicole Tamez

In December, several students noticed that campus
was getting darker, and it was not because of grade
release or finals. The culprit was daylight savings time.
Between the early sunset and the tall downtown
buildings, CWSL went dark at 4:30 P.M. The Student
Body Association (“SBA”) decided to step in and request
additional lighting for safety and ambiance. After all, the
interior of a law school should not be darker than
Hogwarts.
While this may not seem like a complicated or
perplexing task, the reality is our school is a historic
building, and any improvements require authorization
from the city. Additional challenges arise because of the
building’s proximity to the San Diego airport’s flight
path. However, successful coordination between the
SBA and CWSL Administration resulted in the swift
installation of additional lighting. Today, we have new
string lights and floodlights in the second story of the
350-building. Furthermore, the administration placed
additional lighting in the courtyard of the 225-building.
Our campus maintenance checks the bulbs and timers
consistently to ensure the area does not go dark again.

Credit: Kuba Kubajewski
The Editors of The Commentary Recommend
Donating Through Euromedian Press, an online Englishlanguage independent newspaper launched by Ukrainian
volunteers in 2014.
Please visit:
https://euromaidanpress.com/2022/02/27/verified-waysto-help-the-ukrainian-army/
You can find a list of organizations supporting: The Army,
Medics, Refugees, and Humanitarian Efforts. One of our
writers requests The Commentary advise against
donating to The Red Cross, as it has provided support for
Russian Forces.

Photo Credit:
https://www.disneyclips.com/ima
ges/goofy.html

13

Lithium
(Continued from Page 8).
Contrary to the demand of the
Imperial Lithium Valley Economic
Opportunity Investment Plan (LVIP) to
not deem the industry a “project,” (13)
lithium extraction without a California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
report—researching increased tectonic
activity (the San Andreas fault lies in the
middle of the Salton Sea (14), volcanic
activity (from the Salton Buttes), and
production and spillover of radioactive
waste into agricultural fields (the IV
contributes 80% of the nation’s winter
vegetables, and the Salton Sea was
once a bomb testing site in WW2(14)—
could prove horrific.
Recognizing abusive use of CEQA on
behalf of “Not In My Backyard” or
“NIMBY” groups, this matter is
completely different—in an area with
declining environmental quality to be
commercially transformed from zero
lithium extraction to 33% of the world’s
current demand—regulatory authority is
needed.

Source:
1. Amrith Ramkumar, Lithium Prices Soar, Turbocharged By
Electric-Vehicle Demand and Scant Supply, Wall Street
Journal, December 13, 2021,
https://www.wsj.com/articles/lithium-prices-soarturbocharged-by-electric-vehicle-demand-and-scantsupply-11639334956 (last visited Mar 22, 2022).
2. Lithium carbonate price increase "too much" Ningde era /
BYD led the public to "rise up", SMM News (2022),
https://news.metal.com/newscontent/101770480/Lithium
-carbonate-price-increase-%22too-much%22-Ningdeera-BYD-led-the-public-to-%22rise-up%22/ (last visited
Mar 26, 2022).
3. Charted: Lithium production by country (19952020) Visual Capitalist (2022),
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/charted-lithiumproduction-by-country-1995-2020/ (last visited Mar 26,
2022).
4. Id.
5. City of San Diego Climate Action Plan, City of San Diego,
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/climate_actio
n_plan_draft.pdf.
6. CVRP Home: Clean Vehicle Rebate Project, CVRP Home |
Clean Vehicle Rebate Project,
https://cleanvehiclerebate.org/en (last visited Mar 22,
2022).
7. In search of 'Lithium Valley': Why energy companies see
riches in the California Desert, The Guardian (2021),
https://www.theguardian.com/usnews/2021/sep/27/salton-sea-california-lithium-mining
(last visited Mar 26, 2022).
8. Liz Kreutz, 'Saudi Arabia of lithium': Biden, Newsom
announce $35m investment in California mineral mining
ABC7 San Francisco (2022), https://abc7news.com/bidennewsom-lithium-mineral-mining-in-california-imperialvalley-salton-sea/11590753/ (last visited Mar 26, 2022).
9. State Energy Resources Conservation and Development
Commission: Blue Ribbon Commission on Lithium
Extraction in California, Assembly Bill No. 1657
10. Gavin Newsom, Governor, Governor’s Budget Summary
2022-2023, Cal. Leg. Reg. Sess. 2021-22 (2022) at 88.
11. Environmental Justice in Local Land Use Planning, SB
1000 (2016).
12. American Lung Association, California: Imperial State of
the Air Report Card,
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/cityrankings/states/california/imperial (last visited March 22,
2022).
13. California Energy Commission, Lithium Valley Economic
Opportunity Investment Plan (Imperial County LVIP),
February 18, 2022,
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?
tn=241584
14. Barrett Newkirk, New Southern California earthquake
fault found near San Andreas, October 5, 2016,
https://www.desertsun.com/story/weather/earthquakes/2
016/10/05/salton-trough-fault-salton-seaearthquakes/91609892/ (last visited Mar 22, 2022).
15. Kathy Barton, Challenge, promise for nation's “Winter
salad bowl,” 51 California Agriculture 4–6 (1997); see also
Denise Goolsby, Salton Sea key to atomic bombs dropped
70 years ago, The Desert Sun, August 5, 2015,
https://www.desertsun.com/story/news/veterans/2015/08
/05/storyteller-hiroshima-th-anniversary/31193807/ (last
visited Mar 22, 2022).

Pay to Play
(Continued from Page 9).
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